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Calls for the service of capable advocates were constant and in-
sistent. Audiences at Conservative meetings were encouraged to
believe that the life of the Socialist 'agitator* was one of mis-
chievous indolence and easily-won rewards; but my own experience
as a propagandist was one of exacting toil and small remuneration*
The workers are, indeed, among the hardest of taskmasters, and
the principle that the labourer is worthy of his hire was rarely
honoured when the labourer was one whom they employed, I
have on scores of occasions left London on a Saturday afternoon to
fulfil a Sunday lecturing engagement in the Midlands or the North
of England, to find on arriving at my destination that the 'comrades*
had, in addition, arranged for a meeting at a neighbouring town or
village on the Saturday evening, and added at least one, and some-
times two, meetings in addition to those arranged for the Sunday,
at each of which there would be questions and discussion following
the main address. Then, there would be the fatigue of an all-night
return journey to London in order to be available for work at the
usual hour on Monday morning. The nervous strain of this kind
of work is realized only by those who undertake it, while the
'rewards' were usually the exact railway fare from the London
terminus; the expenses incurred between Woolwich and St. Pancras,
and anything spent on the journey, being left to me to pay, with the
result that on many occasions I returned home completely exhausted
and out of pocket to the extent of from seven to ten shillings. It
was for the 'cause.' 'In all labour there is profit; but the talk of
the lips tendeth only to penury.' *
The time came when, for reasons of health, it was advisable to
leave journeys of this kind to those who were stronger and who
had the courage to insist upon being paid for their work, but I give
my own experience to show how false and malicious are the
usual charges of indolence and parasitic gain which are made against
Socialist speakers. The life of the travelling propagandist is one
of continuous uncertainty and hardship, and few would follow such
a career for its material rewards. If he is a married man he is
rarely at home, and if single, he should think twice before he takes
upon himself the responsibilities of married life. It is indeed
doubtful whether a wandering preacher should ever marry. He
is generally compelled to neglect his home and sometimes the
results are serious. I have known many cases where such marriages
have resulted in unhappiness to both husband and wife. On the
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